Spotlight on the future 



20,000,000 Dutchmen in 40,000 square kilometres 
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Look ahead . . . 

From right to left: 

Dr. P. C. W. M. Bogaers, Minister of Housing and Physical Planning from 1963 to 1966 
Dn Z. Y. van der Meer, Chairman of the Governnnent Planning Committee 
Mr. J. Vink, Director-General of Physical Planning until 1967 
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Between now and the year 2000 changes will regularly have 
to be made in the picture and the course adopted will have to be 
altered accordingly. 



What the Netherlands will possibly look like at the turn of 
the century can be deduced from the second Report on 
Physical Planning laid before Parliament by the government 
in September 1966. Short and long-term policy outlines were 
traced on the basis of a number of assumptions and more 
or less certain expectations. 
These policy outlines relate to urban growth, the 
development of road traffic and public transport, 
industrialization and the possible growth of new harbours, 
the role of agricultural areas and opportunities afforded 
for open-air recreation. 

This is all roughly summarised in a large map called: the structural 
map of land use in the Netherlands around the year 2000. 
However. . . the map is not a National Plan; it does not 
attempt to give exact population forecasts or to give an 
exact picture of local or regional development. For such 
would not be in keeping with new planning concepts. 
It merely gives an idea of possible developments, based 
on the data available in 1966. Significantly, the government 
calls it an 'indicative' map. 

From it can be seen what the government regards as the 
most desirable structure for the Nethedands in the years 
immediately ahead. Government policy will therefore be 
based on it — but only for that same period. Pointers may 
change in the course of time, either through new ideas 
forthcoming from the authorities at lower levels, or by reason 
of national or international developments. Both 
possibilities are most emphatically allowed for in this 
approach to national planning policy. When he 
introduced the report to the public, the then Minister of 
Housing and Physical Planning, Dr P. C. W. M. Bogaers, 
said: 

'Generally speaking, it cannot be said how much room there 
is for deviations. It will vary from case to case. It will depend 
to a considerable extent on the alternatives available.' 
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Groningen — 170,000 inhabitants — is a rapidly-growing university town 
in the north of tiie country. 











The proper development of the Netherlands is a maUer of 
concern to every Dutchman. 



A long-term physical planning policy can never be based on 
mere statistics. Even witliout disasters, trends occur in the 
life of the community which cannot be predicted. 
Long-term plans must therefore be constantly reviewed and. 
if necessary, revised. For a regular revaluation of available 
information is essential to give short-term decisions a 
proper basis. 

A hundred years ago, the Netherlands numbered less than 
three million inhabitants. Fifty years ago there were over 
six million. It is now expected that in thirty or forty years' 
time there will be twenty million. A lot happened in the 
period between a hundred years and fifty years ago. but 
infinitely more things have changed in the last fifty years. 
What will things be like in thirty or forty years' time? At 
an international study conference held in Amsterdam in 
September 1966 on The Pattern and Forms of Urban 
Settlements in the Future', the Netherlands chairman, 
Mr. J. Vink, said: 

In all our plans for shaping urban areas, we are aiming at a 
moving objective] a living and wort<ing environment for a 
community in continuous evolution.' 

And: 

'We are beginning to realize tiiat we are not planning for 
a specific point in time, but for a process. Therefore, what 
we do must be open-ended rather than finite, flexible rather 
than strictly delimited.' 

Mr. Vink also referred to the forecasts of economists. At the 
end of the century, the per capita income of the population 
will have at least double the purchasing power it has now. 
The lower income groups will then demand bigger and 
better-equipped dwellings, more space around their houses, 
weekend cottages, better recreational facilities, pure water, 
clean air and all manner of things at present beyond our 
imagining. 
His conclusion was clear: 
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The statutory procedure for a municipal development plan- 



prep a ration 

and 
establishment 



The sections mentioned refer to the Physical Planning Act 



The Municipal Executive prepares 
a draft plan. 



The draft is available for 
examination at the Munici- 
pal Clerk's Office. 

Time: one month 

See 23 
X 



Anyone can lodge objections with the Munich: 
Council 

Time-limit: as long as the draft is available W 
examination. • ^®^ 9 



The Municipal Council fixes the ^1 

plan 

Time: within three (or six} months 

of the draft's being available for 

examination 

■ See 25 



approval 



appeal 



The fixed plan is available 
for examination at the Mu- 
nicipal Clerk's Office. 

Time: one month 

See 26 



Provincial Executive decides on ^1 
approval of plan 

Time: within six (or twelve) months 
of receiving the plan 

See 28 



Objections can be lodged with the Provincial Ex 
utive by anyone who 

1. had objected to the Municipal Council afc 
the draft plan 

2. objects to changes made by the Munic 
Council 

Time-limit: as long as the plan is available 
examination m See] 



The Provincial Executive's 
decision, together with the 
plan, is available for exam- 
ination at the Municipal 
Clerk's Office, 
Time: one month 

See 28 p. 6 



Appeals against the Provincial Executive's de: 
may be made to the Crown by: 

1. The Municipal Council 

2. The Inspector of Physical Planning 

3, Anyone who objected to the Provincial Exec 
about the plan 

4, Anyone who objects to the withholding 
proval 



The Crown decides on the appeal » 

See 29 



ime: as long as the Provincial Executive's j 
jsion Is available for examination. S^ 
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If we do not synchronise our plans for our urban 
environment with the constantly rising level of amenity 
demanded, we run the risk of building towns that will be 
regarded as sub-standard even before the trees in the 
streets have grown to their full height . 

This is the urban problem of today — the question of 
profitabiG land-use placed in the Netherlands context. The 
question is what is being done with all this knowledge, all 
this insight, all these figures, data and forecasts. It is already 
a difficult matter, even with today's hard figures, to get the 
measures implemented now which should have been 
ready yesterday. What circumstances of life await the young 
Dutchmen of tomorrow who will be growing up in a country 
with a population of twenty million? 

It is a question the present generation must ask itsell Hence 
the second Government Report on Physical Planning in the 
Netherlands. 
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' 



Rienk Idenburg (53) was born 
and bred in Amsterdam, but as 
a journalist he has lived and 
worked for several years in 
The Hague and Rotterdam. 
His varied urban background 
has - as he himself says — 
heightened his awareness not 
only of community issues but 
also of spatial matters. 
As a keen yachtsman, he knows 
the lakes of Holland, the lakes 
of Friesland and the waterways 
of South Holland and Zeeland. 
In the immediate post-war 
years, as information officer for 
the then Department of 
Reconstruction and Public 
Works, he was responsible 
for establishing the contacts 
between the Netherlands 
Government and the domestic 
and foreign press. He was also 
employed for a short time at 
the Bouwcentrum in Rotterdam. 
After working as a journalist 
for one of the larger Dutch 
dailies, he moved a number of 
years ago to the World 
Broadcasting Service at 
Hilversum. In addition, he has 
been the Dutch correspondent 
of The Guardian for over fifteen 
years. 

The Book 




pleasant and healthy 
environment in which to live 
and work? 

Experts say she will — if the use 
of land, of space, is not left to 
chance. Land has become far too 
precious in the Netherlands to 
be wasted. 



Twenty million Dutchmen! 
A nightmare? 

Will the Netherlands, small 
country that it is, be able to 
offer 20 million inhabitants a 



How waste of land resources 
can be avoided, what is being 
done and what remains to be 
done to make the Netherlands a 
good place to live in, form the 
subject of this book. 
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